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A | 
DISCOURSE 


FORNICA I ION: 
Shewing the Greatneſs of that Sin, and ex- 


amining the Excuſes pleaded for it from 
the Examples of Ancient Times. 


| Hile all good Men lament the Wickedneſs and 
Debauchery of this Age and Nation, and 
juſtly dread the heavy Judgments of God for 


the notorious Iniquities every Day commit- 
ted ; among other Circumſtances that increaſe their Grief, 
and enhanſe their Fears, They have this Diſcomfortz that 
the Looſeneſs of Mens Manners had corrupted their Judg- 
ments, and defaced their Senſe of Good and Evil: $o that 
mſtead of Humiliation before God, ſome Mea juſtiſie them- 
ſelves, and are ſo far from abandoning their Vices that they 
plead Innocence, and upon the Perpetration of the vileſt 
Crimes, cry out with Solomon's Harlot, that they heve done 
nothing amiſs. | | 
' This is in no Sin more practiſed than in thoſe of Adultery 
and Fornication. Adultery may poſſibly be allowed to have 
ſomewhat of Ill in it; on the Womans Side, 
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A Diſcourſe on Fornication. 

where there is à manifeſt Injury to a whole Family ; nd yet 
i is an Ar that this makes no great Im — 

ſome Confciences, becauſe it is ſo openly and . 
licly practiſed. But Fornication, by the leud Perſons of 
this Age, is avowed to be innocent and harmleſs. And yet 
there muſt be a great ſhare both of Confidence and Impie- 


ty. in chat Chriſtian who difpures the Ualawſulgtſs of a 


Vice, -whick in the whole New Teſtarbent & fi ntly 
and expreſly declared to ſhut Men out of the Kingdom of 
God. Ifthe Authority of the _ | was but ſubmitted to 
by theſe Men, and ſuffered to guide the Conſciences as = 
ought; no mere would be needful to canine an roftiain 
— tharr auh on of theſe Fexts whereid it is (tid, that 
er unclean 3 has any Inberitance in the 

Kong dow of Cineh con of God 
Bur this alone will not 00w previ; They appeat from 
the Goſpel co the Law, and tell you ow, as they imagin, 
was the Practiat of anclene Tits. F with 


you how it comes to paſs, that what was anciently tolerated 
and 


allowed, comes now to be reckoned ſuch a dreadfal and 
enormous Crime; ſo that they make it a matter of Debate 
am#Cantroverſy, and muſt. have their Objectioas and Seru- 
bern anfivered, Before the Goſpel ſhall be heard, or they can 
feafiBle of their >< 1 1 and give any Hope of 
reclaimed. The Preachers may ſay what the 
il in their Pulpits ones the Sr 22 aol G 
and the Ve threatens againſt Singers, 
This is never . they concoit their 
Actions joſtifiable, and perfrade theefalves dar they dae 
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A Diſcourſe on. Fornication. 
Age; and if I miſtake not, oge of the great Occaſions and 
Promoters of a Spirit of Atheiſm, Profageneſs, and lrreligion. 

I hope, what I ſhall Gy on this Subje& may be ſervice- 
able to thoſe whoſe Conſciences are not ſeared, and who are 
not wholly given unto vile AﬀeRions and a te Mind. 
But they who reſolve to do any thing that gratifies their 
Luſts, den never ſa n may believe any 
thing that favours thoſe Plea 
falſe and abſurd, 5 9 tees | 
If I do not ſay all that might be ſaid to the Advantage of 
ſo conſiderable a Subject; I hope at leaſt that it may ei- 
on _ or provoks better Judges to take ſo good a Cauſe 
in hand. 

The certain Immorality of this Practice, and the Great- 
neſs of this Sin, 1 ſhall endeavour. ro make appear by theſe 
Arguments 


I. That Fornication is a Violation of God's poſitive Law, 
in the original Taſticutian of Marriage. | | 

IT That it is expreſly forbidden in the _ and abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with that pure and holy Lite, which the 
Chriſtian Religion requires from us. | 

III. Laſtly, From the natural Turpicude of it, and the 
Evils and pernicious Conſequences that attend it. 


I. The firft Aſſertion is, that Fornication is a Violation of 
the paſuivo Law of God in the original Inſtitution of Marri- 
3 and this I ſhall endeavour to prove from Ges. 2.33.24. 

in the Relation of Exe's being formed out of Adew's 
Side, there are theſe Wofds : dem ſaid, This a now Bone 


ures, tho never ſo evideatly 


lerve 
ſpall cleave nnto bis Wiſe, and they 
33 better clearing of this Argu- 
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A. Diſcourſe on Fornication. 
1. I ſhall ſhew, that God, to provide ' againſt the'Cor- 
rop—_—_— Man's fal'n State, when he had loſt the origi- 


nal PerfeQtion of his Reaſon by Sin, did affiſt him in ſome 


Caſes by Divine Poſitive Laws. | 

2. That theſe Words mention'd Ges. 2.24. have in them 
the Force and Authority of a Divine Law. 

12 | ſhall conſider what the true Senſe and Purpoſe of this 

W is. | 

4 I ſhall ſhew that Fornication is a certain Violation of it, 
and muſt therefore be an heinous Sin, and highly offenſive 
unto God. 

5. Laſtly, I ſhall conſider the Object ions that are com- 
monly made againſt this Argument, ſrom the Practice of 
ſome particular Men in ancient times, that are nevertheleſs 
recorded to have had a ſingular ſhare in God's Favor. 

1. I ſhall ſhew that God, to provide againſt the Corrup- 
tions of Man's fal'n State, when he had loſt the original 
22 of his Rea ſon by Sin, did aſſiſt him in ſome Caſes 

y Divine Poſitive Laws. But here I would not be miſta- 
ken in my Meaning of a Poſitive Law ; By which Expreſſion 
is commonly underſtood ſuch a Command or Precept as · ties 
Man up to Obedience in things of an indifferent Nature, 
and 'where he was left at Liberty by the Laws of Reaſon. 
This is the common meaning of this Phraſe, and things for- 
bidden by Poſitive Laws in this Senſe, are therefore ſuppoſed 
to have no real Evil or Immorality in them. And though it 
is certain, that God did very early give Mankind ſome ſuch 
poſitiue Inſtitutions, yet I do by no means intend the origi- 
nal Inſtitution of Marriage to be poſitive in ſuch a Senſe, as 
to ſuppoſe that it has no Foundatiorfs in the Laws of Nature, 
* wake 7 Principles of "Ow for 91d th molt certainly has. 

Meaning is, that to prevent or an 
Miſconſtruction of the Laws of Reaſon in favour of Man's 
Luſts: God a as pleaſed to confirm fome of the Principles of 
Reaſon by Revelation, and ſtrengthen the Laws of Nature by 


Poſitive Inſtitution. For 


A Diſcourſe on Fornication. 

For we muſt conſider, that the Laws of Nature or Reaſon 
are either, 1. Such general Precepts and obvious Inferences 
from them, as every N Tony ou ſee and be con- 
vinced of their Obligation. Or 2. Such Remoter Princi- 
ples of Virtue and Goodneſs, which though they have their 
Foundation in Reaſon, yet they lie at a ter Diſtance 
from the firſt plain Notices, and conſequently muſt be found 
out by a more careful and difficult DeduQtion. And tho I 
do not at all doubt but that Man, in that Perfection of Rea- 
ſon in which he was originally created, was then a ſufficient 
Guide unto himſelf in all theſe Caſes : Yet, when humane 
Nature was corrupted and depraved, he did then require 
ſome farther Help: Then, either Sloth, Inconfideration, 
Prejudice, the Imperſection of his Reaſon now impaired by 
Sin, and the 7 of his 33 — ee to bribe 
and pervert hi ment: Might eaſily make him ignorant 
of ſich. more Alten Principles, although they had their 
Foundation in the Laws of Nature. For which reaſon our 
wiſe and good God, of his wonderful Compaſſion and Love 
to Mankind, was pleaſed to come in to our Aſſiſtance, and 
to prevent the Influence of our Luſts, enlightned our Minds 
by Revelation, and confirmed and eſtabliſhd the Authority 
of ſome ſuchnatural Laws, by making them alſo expreſs and 
poſitive Inſtitutions. And this is the Senſe in which I wor'd 
be now underſtood to ſpeak of Divine Poſitive Laws. 

Now the Jews were of opinion that God gave Adam ſeve- 
ral ſuch Laws to direct him in things that were in themſelves - 
Good or Evil: Becauſe that Good or Evilofthem,was not ob- 
vious enough to the common Obſervation of Mens depraved 
Minds. Such they eſteemed the Caſe of inceftuous Marri- 

es, which, they ſay, God forbid by expreſs Law to Adam, 

-therein ordaining, that after Mankind was ſo far multiplied, - 
chat the Marriage of Brother and Siſter was no longer necef* 
ſary to the Propagation of Human Race; they ſhou'd all 

from thenceſorth become unlawful. 
And 
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A Diſcourſe on Forniadh;on, 
way of Anticipation 3 yet that'ts 
without any Proof. . 
to be alleged fer the more oerly Original of that divino Laſt 
tut ion. 

Is Becauſe the reaſon of keeping that Day holy is ſo ex- 
eſly founded on the Confideration of God's reſting fi 
I hy in the Creation. For it ſeems odd, that G 
the Creation of the Univerſe in fix Days, 
— ä — 2 
ticular tot porary Ordinance, of oe Particular Little 
on; and that too, that was dor to Commence till about * 
thouſand Fears aſter. 

2. Beeauſe it is not to bo ſeppoſed; — cr m 
V bile — egy for tho — 2 Worſhi 
memor t Creation ; to w voting fe 
— was in a meaſure ne * 

And 3. Becauſe it is mentioned \" Exod. xvi. 29. be- 
fore ever God gave the Lx to the ws from Movar Sine : 
And which, for that reaſon, E con 
— 


ope, puts it out of doubt that God 
ads + by ſome . Poſiti ve 


Reds 

2. That thoſe Words above mitadioned, Gen: 2. 539248 
ders in them the Force and Authority ofa divine mflitorion 
or Law. For the Confirmation of which, I hilt add no 
more than this ſingle Reflection; that bur bleſſed Sxviout 


aud his' Apoſtles, | ' mrallb + rho Queſtions put to them abdut the 


A on Formcation. 
that Chriſt knew theſe Words to have in them the obligatory 
Force of a divine Law; or otherwiſe, the Determinations 
which he from the A of them, 'cou'd not have 
had that Force and Weight which he intended. Whatever 
is farther needful for Proof of this, will occur as we 
proceed, 

3. To conſider what the true Purpoſe, Deſign, and 
Meaning of this Law is. Now the moſt obvious and firſt 
Senſe of it without doubt is, to enjoin a Per | and Inſe- 

parable Cohabitation of Man and Wife. They ſhalldwell 
together, and leave both Father and Mother to that very end, 
if need ſo require. But this is not all. The full the 
Place muſt be ſetcht from the near Relation and cloſe Union 
that is here pronounced to be between them. They two ſbali 
be one Fleſh, which the Generality of Interpreters expound 
by the Love and ſincere AﬀeQion which they ought always 
to have for each other. And tho this, no doubt, is a 
very good and uſeful Conſtruction of the Place, yet neither 
is this all. St. Paul, Eph. v. 28, 29. lays down this as a juſt 
and neceſſary Foundation of their mutual Love; /o ought 
Men to love their Wives as their own Bodies ; he that loveth his 
Wife loveth himſelf. And no Man ever yet hated bis own Fleſh. 
But that there is more in this than a bare Union of Affections, 
is evident by u hat is here urged by Adu as the Ground of 
it. She is Bone of my Bones, and Fleſh of my Fleſb, and there- 
fore ſball « Man leave his Father and Mother, and ſhall cleave un- 
to his Wife, and they ſball be one Fleſh. From whence it is 
plain, that Adam and Eve were one Fleſh in a more literal 
Senſe, in that ſhe was a Part of him, and by the Almighty 
Powerof God made out of him. 

And tho every Wife is not thus formed out of the Side 
of her Husband, yet every Man and his Wife are eſteemed 
of God, and ought to think themſelves made as much Ore 
naps br ame th as Adam and Eve themſelves were. And 
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declare them to be ſo. And whatever” the Nature of their 
Vana may be, which Se. Par” Bp, $33. inrimares & 4 


gre > 07 — Foundation of that Union com 
in Cohabitation, and the mutual Pa of 
— By hich they become ſo much that 
— — * Till 

W 
5 one, ſhall by Death ee that 
them aſunder. 
—— — from Authority 

am to appear the e- 
ſus Chriſt. Who upon this very Coaſideration, dtn, wd 
Argument thus ftated, proves to the Jews the inſeparable 
2 Man and his Wife, and 2 

a Divorce or any account. — 
refer to is Mate. r that 
riſees eame to him him and ſaying, 1: it lanſal for 
Man to put eway his Wife for every Cauſe ? 
In anſwer to whom, he takes no notice at all of the Com- 
mon Pretences uſually alleged, but refers them to the Origi- 
nal [nſlicution of Marriage mentioned r — 
Hue ye not read, that he that made them is the- _ — 
4 


them Male and Female, and this 
n — bir Wite, and 


. 
C of which Anſwer turns all upan 
Poiacs. 1. That the Uo dee Man ans Wi ond 
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ard make thits the Members of av Herles Gas . Fo 


know you wet that he that is join d to an Harlot is one Body? For 
1wo {aith be be one fleſb. In which Words it is evident 
and plain, that he alludes to this Original Inftitution of Mar- 
riage mentioned Gen. a. 24. And that he makes the Union to 
coaſiſt in the P, ſhip of the Bed. He that is join to an 
Har lat is owe body, he. 3 is one fleſh with her, as Man and 
Wiſe d by that Union which God ordained to be 
the Foundation of perpetual and inſeparable Cohabitation. 
And by this Conſequence he declares, that they who thus 
Torn yoga | —— | 

i | itation 3 are certainly guilty of a Great Sin; 
and do what God has forbid, and wer 355 not at all be- 


| * 
to God's Original Inſtitution and Command. And if this be 
ſo, I think this is as clear a Proof of the Sinfulneſs of Whore- 
dom, as if it had been expreſly ſaid in Gereſs, bos ſbuli not 

And now let us reflect, how this one Argument alone diſ- 
covers both the Sinfulneſs,. and the Danger of this Practice. 
Suppoſe that we were in the dark as to the Evidences ofRea- 
{on againſt this Sin, yet why ſhou'd not the Will and Inftitu- 
tion of God influence and determine Mens Conſciences ? 
What better Proof can we have of any thing's being a Sin, 
than that it is certain Violation of God's Ex Com- 
mands and Laws ? Or what Shadow of Reaſon can any Man 
; ſhou'd not bind him to 
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& drawn to & har thels good Men 
Highly favour'd' God did not obſerve the Law we 
1 ſuch Seaſe as we now put upon it. 
a farther Anſwer-therefore to this whole Objection, I 
wou'd aff theſe thee: chingitd bs ſrioulhpreoadertd, 
1. Thar tho? it ſhou'd be that Polygamy, of 
exen Fornication tt ſelf was tolerated by the 
Jews,” or by the Cuſtoms of Ancient 
Times; it does by nd means from hence follow that any of 
5 theſe were in themſelves Innocent and without Offence to 
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A. Diſcourſe on Fornication. 
of themſelves innocent, and without Offence to Almighty 
God. And that becauſe none of theſe were Rules for 
the Government of Life in all things exaQly according to 
God's Will. | 

1. As to the Heathens, if we ſpeak of their General Man- 
ners, and exempt the particular Virtues of ſome few Men: 
we know very well that they had deviated from the Ways 
of Truth and Virtue, and were faln into very great and 
abominable Corruptions. They ſcarce retained any Know- 
ledg of the True God, and are therefore ſaid to live as with- 
out Gad in the World, Eph. 2. 12. They had Gods many, 
but their Notions of them were ſo monſtrouſly Vile and 
Groſs: that inſtead of Reſtraining, they rather Tempted 
and Invited them tothe moſt Flagitious lmmoralities, If chere- 
fore ſuch Men as theſe tolerated Whoredom and Adultery, 
and all Uncleanneſs: is their Converſation fit to be drawn 
into a Preſident? How cou'd it be otherwiſe with them, 
unleſs their own Natural Modeſty reſtrained them > They 
had the Examples of their very Gods to countenance them, 
and ſuch Abominable Practices made up a chief Part of thoſe 
Religious Rites with which they w ſhipped their Deities. 
For theſe things they were Abandoged of God, who in the 
Greatneſs of his Anger and Indignation withdreg 3. the 
that ordinary Grace which he wou'd always 
and left them to themſelves and the Luſts g 
1 _ 1.21. „ b 
they yet glorified bim not 4 neither were ti 
came vais in their [maginations, and their "004, 
darkned : 2 God _ alſo gave them ep to 


through the 2 
dies. And a; 


of their amm Hearts, to | 
2 again, v. 26. For this cauſe God gave them up to 
Vile Affections. And v. 28. . they did not like to retain Gt 
in their Kwowledg i Gad gave them over to 4 Reprobate Ming 
40 ds theſe things —-—-ê being filed with all Unrig 
reouſneſs,, 'Fornication, Mictedueſa So that the Looſe Pratti 
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28 41 Ye on Fornication. 
ces, and of Men fo far degenerated 
from the — bog of True Religion, - are very unfit to be 
mentioned either for the 'Vindication, or the Excuſe of Evils 
J committed in a —— State. . WE 

2. They may expe better Succeſs in their Allega- 
tions from de Mo Laws becauſe that is God's x. 04 
given to his choſen to be a Rule to them. And if q 
 himfelf tolerated any Practices ; is it not a Fair Infe- 
1 rence from hence to conclude, that all ſuch Praftices are not 
| in their Nature Sinful? I anſwer, no not at all z becauſe the 
Law of Moſes was Imperfect, and no Certain Abſolute 
Standard to determin the true nature of Good and Evil. I 
that Fornication was allowed by that 
that it had, 1 fay it coud not 
a any neceſſary Conſequence that there 
Law given = OE MOR FA n 

* to by the Mini ngels, the 

whom he had choſen out from the reft of the 
World yet it was far from being a Compleat Rule for the 
e Life, or from teaching Virtue in Per- 


That Pa N Divine Worſhip eſtabliſh't 
Grof#*-anc s Worſhip, which chiefly conſiſted in 
a e God. en 

unto itua 
8 ſor Gad i a Spi- 


en wi oh (i. e.) with 
bitch ate 


with a Pure and Holy 


with Adultery 
and Senſaniry. 
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Horrid Leudneſs with which the Geatile World 1 nototi : 
oully pollute chemſelves. 

As for the ten Commandments, or any ocher kart chat 
concerned their Life and Manners; God tis true, forbid 
the moſt heinous, and higheſt 7p ay lmpicty and Forni- 
cation among the reſt dhe the Loo” bf : bur there 
were ſeveral things truly Good nnd by ly Cammendabl i 
Religions and ſeveral Evils, Hateful 44, Blameable before 
both God and Man, about which. this Law. was in great 
meaſure ſilent. Of theſe Chriſt has furniſh' us with ſeveral 
Inſtances. The Moſaical Law did forbid only Mur 
ro Angeria e ee Theta — pro: 
rate Anger is ve to * ibi- 
ted Perjury 3 But God deteſts alſo all * 
Swearing, and needleſs Im | 8 
venge then were allowed ; tho? God roves | we ſhou'd 
rather forgive Injuries and love our. N 17 — 
more nearly concerns the Calc beſore us, f 
expreſly prohibits only Adultery, but God de 
rain toth our Thoughts and i B be wi 
Heart «and Mind. So that the Silence of the MoſaicLaw is no 
good Argument for any ſuch Practice, that there is no certain 
Evil or Immorality therein. So far from it, that, God him 
ſelf upon the account of. theſe Conceſſions Fil 
whichio a Prudemial Regard to their Carnal, x 
made, ſays expreſly that he gave them Stats 
good, Hack XX. 25. 

That this is the Caſe of R 
Mate, xix. 8. For the Hardweſ' Ys 
Nance - this then u 


7 
it was-not 


— 
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to be a Subborn and Inflexible People, and who if they had 
not had this Permiſſion, wou'd perhaps have ſab'n into Mur- 
der or Adultery. God ſuffer'd this for the Hardweſs of tbeir 
Hearts; It was always offenſive to him, tho? of his Great 


Goodneſs and Com n to _y . did then 
connive at it, which i is what wiſe a Lawpiv- 
ers are ſomerimes forced to do- 8 


As to Polygamy, I find Gratis of Opinion, that that was 
not contrary to Gods Original Inſtitution, which he under- 
ſtands to have ordained that the Union, or Conſociation of 
Martied Perſons ſhou'd be inſeparable and perpetual: but 
not to enjoin the Marrying of one Perſon only. Eirter of 
cheſe Opinions is abſolutely againſt Fornication, for thoſe 
who Proſtitute themſelves, violate this Law in both re- 
ſpects. But yet Imuſtconfeſs my felt not ſatisfied with this 
Account, nor with the Reaſon given for it, which is only 
this; becauſe Polygamy was anciently ſo much in uſe among 
very good Men, from whence he wou'd conclude that it was 
not contrary to the Will of God. He owns that it was al- 
way Deo gratiſimum, moſt agreeable io God's Will that one 
Man ſhou'd have but one Wife, but does not think that it 
was abſolutely unlawful to have more, becauſe very good 
Men had more. But witlf all due reſpect to his great Cha- 
racter, this does not ſatisſie me. And as I ſhall ſhew 
anon that ĩt is no good — rang on which he grounds 
this Opinion, ſo at preſent I have this Objection againſt it. 
That Divorce was as much in uſe under the Law, as Poly- 
gamy before it, nay more evidently permitted and allowed. 
And _ Divorce is as contrary to one Part of the Inſtitution, 

Polygamy to the other. And by uence, it having 
been the Cuſtom in ſome Ages for Men, to mar 


g 
more Wives than one, is no more a Proof that God's Origi- 


nal Law did not forbid it, than the Permiſſion of Divorce 
will prove that this Law did not ordain an inſe 
on and perpetual Cohabitation. God who allo 


e 00s 
under 


3 "a 
1 
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penſarion of the Primitive [nſtitution and 
- And that this is in truth the caſe, I thinl 
plain, if we conſider that it is from the words of Chriſt 
this very ſame diſcourle, that f ny is now 1 
ful under the The queſtion 
Phariſees about Divorce: but our 80 
and Conſequence extendy alſo to 
words are theſe, I /ay unto you," whoſoever: 
Wife, except it be for Fornication, and ſball another, 
committeth Adultery. © And be that Marrieth ber who is put 
away, ee Aluhoog Now the Reaſon of all this is 
plain, if we ſuppoſe Polygamy, as well as Divorce, contra- 
ry to Gods firſt. Inſtitution : For then he that Marries a Wo- 
man Divorced, Marries her who by the Law of God is 
ſtill eſteem'd the Wife of her Husband ; and this is Adulte- - 
ry. He that only puts away his Wiſe, is not ſaid to com- 
mit Adultery 3 but he that puts ber ane, and Marries another. 
Divorce _ may be a Sin, but it is the Marrying again 
that makes the Adultery, Of which the only good Reaſon 
to w given, is becauſe it is not lawful to have more than one - 
Wife. x 
Now when it ſhall again be conſidet d, that all this part 
of our-Saviour's Diſcourſe is an Explanation, and Confirma- 
tion of this Original Iuſtitut ion and Law mentioned, v. 4, 5. 
Have ye not read, that he which made them in the beginning, &c. 
we muſt conclude, that Polygamy as well as Divorce is a 
This plainly ſhews, that whatever Permiſſion of, or Con- 
nivance at theſe Practices may be obſerved in the Jewiſh Law, 
— 6 3 Deſects of that 
compleater.Ri „ hi now requires, and 
wou d. then, had that People been 7 | 


3. And 


terns. of Faith and” 
mide of them, and bleed, and highly favour'd for their 


God calls him out from it, and cngages 


Gen xv. Abraham wes perfect in his * but 


Tee Bitbop though God was not nt all 
Gen. xv, 22228 wreyoon 


ines, The ſum of 
that though they were noble Pat 
in thoſe Trials, which God 


ſtitutiop, NN ha 
whoſe eaſe in hort 


fidence in him 4 yet they were not Patterns of 
Rightcouſacl, and of all Virtue and Goodack in 


pon a bad been brought up in an Idolatrous Country, 


him to worſhip <A 
him great it he wou'd do ſo ce 
Promiſes, and obeys them; and God there- 
for his ar Na Jo eos hat Mos all the 
of the Earth e at which 
nd ao ret 
and ap aich in 1 or from t 
his readineſs w ſacrifice his Son in whom theſe Bleſſings 
were iſed to him. Theſe were eminent Inſtances of 
Co and Obedience, with which God was ſo well 
pleaſed, that he reſolves to favour and bleſs him in an extra- 


manter. It is no where faid in or ar be 


2 


ved God, and that was 0. him for Ri weſs. 
other then he lived according td the — 
Manners of that er. be lived z among whom, it 


ſeems, that Polygamy _ now ERIE Aud 


| Pleaed brd he 


of hi other Vittues, and 
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or without Offence. The motih nw, ax hence 
is, that God in Fir Sue ye 
tions under which link * diſcovęred to 
them what is beſt in it ſelf, or 88 his Holy 


Will. But no Practice, or Caen 
times can be improved into a 
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cence of either Pol way 242 leſs of For- 
nication ; nor Wi of t 6 oye that what 
has formerly L 4500 againſt the 7 — of 
this Origioal Inſtitution, was * from ot, 
or inofſenſive to Almighty Gad. 

Secondly, This meat aſs yet haye g 
when we ſhall that we have now 


* is indeed to be granted. For however the caſe was as 

3 and Divorce, yet pony <5 of was never ſo to- 

as to be approved; nor ever had ſo much counte- 

poi but that we have clear Evidence that it was always 
counted an hateful and deteſtable Vice. 

And to make this out, it will be requiſite to conſider that 

there 2 deal of difference between Licita, and Hone- 

fta, (i. e. q between things tolerated in Goveraments to paſs 

vapuniſh'd, and things in their Nature Innocent and without 


2 


«of i Ws. „ e 

24 A Diſcourſe on Fornication. 
thing muſt not be eſteemed Good and perfeltl innocent; for the 
re of which the Tom male no 3 ning 
Puniſbments.” Goveruments may tolerate what Governors 
do by no means Allo and Approve. That therefore is in 
this Senſe Lawful, which the Letter of the La / has not 
made Penal in the Offender, which may happen in many 
Caſes againſt the Approbation and Good Liking of the Law- 
giver. Thus it was in Divorce among the Romans, which 
was permitted by their Law, but we arc told that it was not 
put in Practice for five hundred and twenty Years ; their 
own Senſe of the Turpitude of it proving to them an Ef. 
ſectual Reſtraint. Laws then may Tolerate, but Honeſty 
ties us up to act by Principles and Offices of Humanity, 1 
think therefore that it will be ſufficient'to my preſent Deſign 
to ſhew, that notwithſtandingany Toleration of this wicked 
Practice among the Hearhens, yet they were not inſenſible 
of the Turpitude and certain Immorality ofit. By the Laws 
Ter A. of the Athenians then, tho Strangers (i. e.) Women of Fo- 


delch. A. reign Countries were tolerated in this Practice, yet it was 
. Sc. 5- an Infamous and Flagitious Crime to corrupt one that was 
free-born, and the Offender who ſhou'd ſo tranſgreſs, was 
M_Dacier by the Law compell'd to marry her. For this reaſon Peri. 
in Ter. in or a Strange Woman, was the uſual and common Phraſe 
one that did thus proſtitute her ſelf. And for the ſame 

reaſon the Trips to have uſed the ſame Language 


Jadges xi. 2, not inherit in our Father's Rae for 
thou art the Son of 4 ffrange Woman, . Among the Romans, 
tho Cicero in his of Celia, Excuſes this Iniquity 
and ſays, Quando loc non fatum? reprebemſum ? Bnan- 
do non permiſſum ? &. Let this is but labouring to 
make the beſt of a bad Cauſe, in behalf of his Client; for 
in his Accuſation of Caaline and his Morals, he makes it up 
a conſiderable Part of their Charge, that He and his Compa- 
nions were Aleatores, Adulteri, Impuri, impudici; Gameſters, 
Auuliereri, Uncle, Uncheft, And again, ut W 


2 „ 
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& ſcorta quererent, they hunt after Revels and Unchaſt Women. | 
And 2 many ſharp Reflections upon all ſuch 
Maaners : if there had not been ſome great Evil, ſome 
known certain Immorality therein? Iwill add but one Paſ- 
ſage more out of Heathen Authors, and that I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe ſor its great Confirmation of the Difference between 
Lawful and Innocent — 7 on which I ground my preſent 
Argument. It is out of Porphyry de diſtinentid, Cc. his 
Words are theſe. Law does not forbid the Common Peo- 
ple to have Flarloti, 4 Tax upon ſuch Women for their Li. 
cence and Permiſſion yet it is accounted i a very 
+ rung and inf, for Men, wileju dene, but moderately = 
Vertnous, to have any Converſation with ſuch. Which plainly 
ſhews that whatever prevailed among the Heathen to the 
Permiſſion of ſuch a Vice; was only Evil Cuſtom, and Cor- 
rupt Practice introduced contrary to the Dictates of their 
Mind and their Natural Senſe of Good and Evil. 

As to the Jews, I am of Opinion that all Fornication 
was abſolutely forbidden by their Law. For Deve. xxiii. 17. 
it is commanded, There ſhall be no Whore of the Daughters of 
Iſrael. And tho' I am not ignorant that ſome learned [nter- Spencer de 

. preters underſtand this Place to ſpeak of, and forbid any If: * 
raclitiſh Woman to proſtitute her ſelf in the Idolatrous Tem- & je Cc. 
ples, as the Cuſtom of ſome Gentiles was: yet as this No- 
tion is chiefly raiſed from the lxxii. Paraphtaſtic Tranſlation 
of theſe Words, ſo the Reaſon they allege for this Law comes 
up directly to our preſent” Purpoſe, wiz. that God wou'd 4 
have his own People to abſtain from the Leudneſs and Un- 
cleanneſs of the Geatiles, as well as from their Idolatry. 

And if they were not allowed to commit Leudneſs with 
their own Women, much leſs with Strangers, becauſe then 
the Danger was greater as well as the Sin, in that by their 
Senſual Communication they might be ſeduced to Revolt, 
and by their Leudneſs fall into Apoſtacy and Idolatry. Thus 

it happened in their Abode in = Wilderneſs, Namb.xxv. 2,2. 

| h The 
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The People egan to commit Wioredom with the Danghters 
Mea they calls the People unto te Sn 
their Gods, and the People did eat and bowed down to their God. 
Which Aggravation of their Crime ſo incenſed God, that he 
ſent a Plague among them. And Phinehas, in a fingular Fir 
of Zeal, {laying one of their own Princes and the Midians- 
ziſh Woman caught in that Fault, was app'auded and ap- 
proved of God, whoſe Indignation was thereby appeaſed, 

and a Covenant of an Everlaſting Prieſthood given to Phineas 

on that Account. And it is remarkable that St. Paul al- 

r rges the Guilt their Fornica- 

tion. 1 Cor; x. f. ber let u commit Fornication; 4s ſome 

of them committed, and fell in one Day three and twenty thou/and. 

Aud to make a that I have now put no ſtricter meaning 

iſh Laws than they themſelves allowed and pro- 
ve you one Paſſage which Grotizs has tran- 
| 1. Other Nations, ſays he, 

"3 at allowedaficr Tears of age in Cells and Stews to defile 

- ll with Women that are Proftitutes for Gain : but we are 
not allowed any ſuch. With ws Death is the Puniſhment de- 

Z eee war's that ſhall proſtitute her ſelf. So that before 

2 La n we beve no Communication with Women, but - 
but come pure ani chaſte to the Marriage of pure Virgins ; not 

© miterly to pleaſe our Luſtr, but for the ec our Off epring, 

And as to the Ages before the Law, I ſhall only mention 
the Action of Simeon and Levi, who when Shechem had de- 
filed Dinab their Siſter: New not only him, but all his Peo- 
ple, and plunder'd their City, and vindicated” this extraor- 
dinary Vengeance, by the Notorious Heinouſaeſs of the 
Crime committed; ſbou'd be deal with our Sifter a with an Har- 
lot ? Gen xxxiv. 31. | £ 

So unfit.then are the Licentious Practices of former Times 
tobe drawn into Prefident, or to be alleged for the Vindi- 
cation, or Extenuation of this Vice: that upon a little Obſer- 

vation we may cably diſcover what a Lively 2 


/ 
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kind both Jews and Geatiles, both before and after the Law, 
— of its being an Hateful, Infamous, and Deteſtable 

I have one Step farther yet to go, for | 

3- Laſtly. It muſt be conſider d that whatever Diſ- 
penſation or Connivance God was to in former 
Times to this his firſt Law, and Original ion: he has 
naw Revoked and Repealed all by the Goſpel, and 
bound us up to his Primitive Ordioance. Divorce it is con- 
felled he did permit; not by Choice, but for the' Hardneſs of 
their Hearts to whom that Law was given. Polygamy he 
did at moſt but Conaive at, not directly Tolerate or Allow. 


And from the beginning it was not ſo : there is the manifeſt Evi- Mart. 


dence of his great Diſlike of it. And now he ſays, whow 
Cd hath Joined together let no. Man put Aſnnder : There's the 
Revocation of all former Indulgence and Connivance; and a 
Reeſtabliſhment of the firſt Law in its ancient and primitive 
. 

wever in an urer ve ; we 
Chriſtians are now once- more brought DET God's firſt 
Rule, and muſt walk by it without any ſuch wilful Deviati- 
ons : or we have no juſt Hope of the Mercy of God, and the 
Salvation of our Souls by Jeſus Chriſt, And whatever we 
may obſerve either Practiſed or Count either beſore 
or under, or aſter the 
14 —.— 

ines of that Ignorance man 
all Men every where ta. | #þpoi oy in 
which be will judg the World by Jeſws Chriſt, who has brought ur 
out of that Darkneſs into bis Marvellow Light. 

It is therefore Prepoſterous, and vain for us to ſhelter our 
ſelves under the Examples and Cuſtoms of any, Ages, or Per« 
ſans that have been CES Weare under a Better, and 
Nobler Diſ ion of Grace, and therefore we are tied up 
to Stricter Rs. ws. Our Reli- 

8 | gion 


Jewiſh Law: we muſt 
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gion teaches a more Compleat and Perfe& Scheme of Univer- 


 falRighreouſneſs ;| and therefore it admits none of theſe Ex- 


emptions, Defefts, and Imperfections, which are found in 
other Laws. Ours gives us a better Hope, and promiſes us 
a more excceding ou and * glorious Reward, than any 
other Religion ever did: And therefore it gives no Tolerati- 
on of any wilful Offence, but requires us to perfect Holinefs, 


and conform to the whole Will of God in every thing that is 


H. b. VU. 


Commendable and Good. 
Did not God, when he vouchſafd to Abraham thoſe ex- 


traordinary Manifeſtations of his Will, by the Miniſtry of 


Angels; inſtra@ him in the full Senſe of this Law alſo? It 
was becauſe he reſerved this, with the other more perfect 
Manifeſtation of our Duty, till the Revelation of his whole 
Will by Jeſur Chrift ; thro whom alſo he intended a fuller 
Diſcovery of that future Recompence, which might Encou- 
rage and Invite us to aſpire towards that exalted Degree of 
Purity and Goodneſs. And hence alſo it was, that in the 
Law of Moſes there were found ſo many Tolerations of 
thiogs not at all Pleaſing to, or Approved by Almighty God. 
It was Agreeable to the Hardneſs of their Stubborn Hearts, 
and the preſent Felicity of this Tranſient Life, which their 
Law promiſed, and at-which- they chiefly aimed : but not 
to thoſe Diviner Spirits that {ive by Faith, and in a Proſpect 
of Eternal Bliſs, have their Converſation now in Heaven, Did 
that God then indulge them, who has now reſtrained us? 
Their Indulgence was ter the Law of a Carnal Commandment: 
And our Reſtraint is after the Power of an Exdleſs Life. Let 
not then the corrupt Practices, and looſe Converſation of 
former Times, become a Snare and a Temptation to you; 
and allure you to the Imitation of bad Examples, and an Au- 
thority that will not juſtifie you. I ſhall conclude this Head 
with St. Pauls Words, Eph.iv. 17, 18, 19, 20. This 4 ſay 
then and teftifie in the Lord, that ye walk not henceforth as other 


 Geptiles walk, in the Vanity of their Mind, having their Onder- 


ſtanding 
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anding dartned, being Alienated from the Life of God thro" the 
— that is in — ' becauſe of the Blindneſs of their Heart. 
Who being pat Feeling have given themſelves over unto Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs to work all Uncle with Greedineſs. But ye have not 
ſo learned Chriſt, if fo be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him, as the Truth is in Jeſws. That Holy Profeſſion 


requires from you'a quite different "Converſation. And this. 


brings me to what I propoſed 


II. Secondly 5 Which was to prove the Greatneſs of this 
Sin from Chriſtian Principles, by ſhewing how contrary this 
Practice is to the Precepts and Commands of God in the Go- 
ſpel of Jeſav ot 7 ; and how abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
all found Hope of Mercy and Salvation thro him. And here 
I ſhou'd have a very eaſie Task, if Men had but a due Vene- 
ration and Eſteem for that Faith into which they have been 
baptized. But the Miſery is, that there is ſo much Cook 
nels Lukewarmneſs, and Indifference in Religion; that 
neither the Laws, nor the Threatnings, nor the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, make a due Impreſſion on Mens Minds. So that 


they can hear the Vengeance of God denounced againſt their 
Sins, and yet not tremble 3 and Death, and Hell, and Eter- 


nal Burnings threatned, and 99 not be afraid. They read 
God's Solemn Declarations of puniſhing all impenitent Sin- 
ners, with Everlaiting Deſtruttion from the Preſence of the 


Lord; and yet, by 1 know not what Myſterious Arts, flat- 


ter themſelves, that they ſhall eſcape, and find Uncovenant- 
ed, Unpromifed Grace and Mercy at the laſt. And what 


ſhall we do when the Terrors of the Lord, with which St. Paul 


uſed to perſwade Men, have loſt their Force; and the ſevereſt 
Threatnings of Divine Vengeance come to be deſpiſed > 
Among Primitive Chriſtians, Faith was ſtrong, their Love 
fincere and cordial; and their Zeal aſſectionate and warm. 
Then Men did ſo believe the Goſpel, as to receive it as the 
Guide of their Conſciences, and the Rule of their Lives, and 


the 


29 


. 20. 


evil and finfu] ; but only 


tinency to eee that it's 
here joined u * 
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Were ſuch an Heart and ſuch à Spirit in us, it vob be 
eaſy froma very oy Texts of the New Teſtament to baffle 


bi exprelly forbidden, 


earneſt.4 


clared what was God's Original Purpoſe and'Inrention at.the 
firſt Creation; and the Apoſi/e, in the. very firſt of all their 
Conſtitutions and Decrees, when aſſembled — in 
Council at Jeraſalem, pe organi ways, this Vice, LE. 
xv. 28, 44/8 It ſcemed Good to the and to'w to 
lay x Wit fr greater Burden than theſe neceſſary things ; That 
Jy any; 19h fer d unto Idols, —— Blood, and 
| gs, and from Fernictios. Where by the 

a to prove that Fornication 
to Law. 

For a in debate was, how far the Geavile Con- 
vr ow comph wi Cuſtoms and Manners of the 
Jews. And this is the Reſult of the Debate, that they ſhou'd 
abſtain 71 nn aa Idols, and from Fornication, and 
from. an Blood, - Which is as much as 
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Scandal to the Jews. Such is their Abſtiaence from F 
ſtrangled and from Blood, 8 is not in it ſelf 

Jewiſh Law. 


e the the Apoſtles found it eaſy to convince the Ges- 

tiles in Matters of Divine Worſhip, and Common Honeſty : 

* 2 Prejudices of rr e ſtuck 
faſt upon them, that were not 

this Noble Degree of Chriſtian Purity. To opp. 

Prejudice they expreſly prohibit Fornication by this unani- 
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Apoſtles reſtrain the Gentiles in the uſe of that liberty, in thoſe 
two caſes; to give no Offence unto the Jews. So that they 
had a two-fold end in this their Sanction. And though ſome 
of theſe things wete forbidden, upon Prudential Conſidera- 
tions, and to prevent Offencesz Fornication was one of the 
— Evils and prohibited for its great and certain Immo- 
rality. | 
And to evidence the Truth of this, do but conſider, after 
what an earneſt and affeQionate manner, St. Pas! diſſwades 
from this notorious Vice, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. he addreſſes him- 
ſelf with a great deal of Zeal, as to Men that were yet un- 
willing to believe that there was any great evil, or danger 
in this Practice; and he warns them to have a care of this 
Deluſion. - Be not deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, 
mor Adulterers, nor Efſeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with 
Mankind, nar Thieves, nor (ovetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
vilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, And 
in, 13, 14, &c. Now the body is not for Fornication, but 
or the Lord, and the Lord fer the body. Know you not that your 
bodies are the Members of Chriſt Shall I then take the Members 
of Chriſt, and make them the Members of an Harlot ? God for- 
bid. What, know you not, that he that is join d to an Harlot, is 
one body? For two, ſaith he, is one fleſh 5 but he that is joined 
unto the Lord is one Spirit. Therefore flee Fornication, every 
other Sin that a Man doth is without the z but he that com- 
mitteth Fornication, finneth ag«inft his own body. Again, Gal. 
v. 19, 20, 21. Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Ido- 
latry, Witchcraft, and ſuch like, of which I tell you before as 1 
have told you alſo in time paſt ; that they which do ſuch things 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of G And Eph. v. 3, 5, 6, 7. 
But Fornication, and all Uncleanneſ;, or Covetouſneſs, let it not 
be once named among yon, as becometh Saints. For this you know, 
that no Whoremonger, nor wnclean Perſon, nor cavetows Man, 


who it n Hao: bath an Inberitxe inthe Kingdom of Crif 


\ 


I Diſcourſe on Fornication. 


' awd of God. And then he alludes to the deluſive Notions, 


whereby they did excuſe and extenuate this Vice. Let xo 
Man deceive you with vain Words, for becauſe of theſe things 
cometh the Wrath of God upon the (hildren of Diſobedience. 
ye not therefore Partakers with them. And Col. iii. 5, 6. Mor- 
tify therefore your Members which are on the Earth, Fornication, 
ncleanneſs, Inordinate Affection, Evil Concupiſcence and Co- 
vetouſneſs which is Iaolatry. For which things ſake the Wrath of 
God cometh upon the Children of Diſobedience. Where the 4po- 
file declares, that whatever Pleas Men may allege, theſe are 
all hateful Sins, and ſach which provoked the Indignation of 
God even againſt the Heathens themſelves; and therefore 
Chriſtians are under greater Obligations to abſtain from 
them. 1 The. iv. 3, 4, 5,7. This is the Will of God, even your 
Santification that you ſhow'd abſtain from Fornication, That eve- 
ry one of you ſhow d know how to poſſeſs his Veſſel in Santtification 
and Honour; nt in the Luſts of Concupiſcence, as the Gentiles 
which know not God; for God hath not call d ws to Uncleanneſs, 
but to Holineſs, and Heb. xiii. 4. Marriage is honourable, and 
and the Bed undefiled, but Whoremongers, and Adulterers God will 
Judge. Tis the Charge againſt the Church of Pergamos, 
that it was Corrupt, and had them there that hold the Doctrin 
of Baalam , who taught Balac to ca# « Stumbling Block before the 
Children of Iſrael, to eat things ſacrificed unto Idols, and io com- 
mit Fornication, Rev. 2.14. And againſt the Church of T- 


tira; that it ſuffer'd the Women Jezabel, which calleth her [elf 


s Propheteſs, to teach and ſeduce my Servants to commit Fornica- 
tion: And I gave her Space to repent of her Fornication, and ſbe 
repented not: upon which follow ſeveral ſevere Threatnings 
of God's heavy Judgments ; in caſe they were not ſeaſona- 
bly prevented. And Rev, xxi. 8. The Fearful, and Unbe- 
lievers, and Abominable, and Murderers, and Whoremongers, 
and Sorcerers, and Idolaters ſhall have their Part in the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which is the Second Death. 


F Now 


33 
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Now after ſuch numerous Declarations, and ſo great a 
Cloud of Witneſſes 5 with what Countenance, and on what 
Grounds can Men conceit their roving Pleaſures innocent, 
or free from the extremeſt er of everlaſting Condemna- 
tion? Theſe Texts are ſo poſitive, To plain, ſo intelligible, 
and ſo expreſs; that I cannot but wonder how thoſe who re- 
tain any Reverence for the Goſpel of Chri#, can pretend to 
any Hope of Salvation by it, while they continue in this Sin. 
II. Fhe Reaſons which St. Pau! here alleges do farther 
ſhew that this Practice muſt be both Offenſive and Dan- 

erous. 
i 1. He anſwers the moſt plauſible Suggeſtion that was 
pleaded by the Corinthians for the Vindication of it, They 
leaded that their Bodies were their own; and that every 
an was ſo far Lord ofhimſelf, that it was in his Power and 
Right to uſe it as he pleas d. To which St. Paul replies 
No; their Bodies were not ſo abſolutely their own, nor bad 
they any ſuch incontrolable Authority, or Dominion over 
them, Cod that madethem, and with Divine Wiſdom con- 
triv'd their Frame, had a better, and more Natural Right 
than they ;. And by Virtue of that, might lay upon them 
what Reſtraints he ſhou'd think convenient. Their Bodies 
too when by Sin become Mortal, and ſubjeQ to Corruption, 
are Redeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, and entitled to Immor- 
rality again. And Chrif by Virtue of the Price which he 
2 1085 them on the Croſs, has a Title in, and a juſt Autho- 
rity over them. So that the Foundation of this Pretence is 
deluſive and vain. As Creatures of God we muſt be ſubject 
to his Dominion, and as the Redeemed of Chriſt we muſt 
receive from him what Laws, Injunctions and Commands he 
pleaſes. . 1 Cor. vi. 1.9, 20. Te are not your own, far ye are bought 
with a Price; therefore glorifie God both in your Body and in your 
Spirit, nhich are God's Right and Property. And this is the 
very ſame thing that he urged, v.13,14. Now the & 
not for Fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the Body. 
| k e. 
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i. e. Chriſt was raiſed from the Dead, that he might raiſe us 
alſo to Immortality: and therefore we are bound #2t to live 
#nto our ſelves, by giving up our Bodies to Pleaſure in the 
Luſts of the Fleſh ; but to devote our ſelves to the Service 
of that Great God who made us, and to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, who died to expiate our Guilt. 

2. He argaes in the next place, 'from the great Uncomeli- 
neſs and Indecency of this Practice, in Conſideration of our 
cloſe and near Relation to Chriſt; v. 15, 16. Know you not 
—— Bodies are Members Chriſt, ſball I then take the Members 
of Chriſt and make them the Members of an Her lot? God furbia, & c. 
In which Words he declares what our Liturgy has truly and 
properly expreſſd ; that we Chriſtiens are one with Chriſt, and 
Chrift with as. And that Union is not only in the way of 
Polity Eccleſiaſtical, as we are Members of his Church, and 
intitled to the Spiritual Privileges and Offices thereof : but in 
a much Nobler and Diviner Senſe, He has taken upon him 
our Fleſh, and he has communicated to us his Spirit ; and 
this Spirit is the Bond and Medium of that Unity betwixt us, 
For by one Spirit we ave allbeptized into one Body, 1 Cor. xit.13. 
And as the Soul of Man is the Foundation of Life, and of Vi- 
tal Union in all the Members of the Body; fo is the Spirit 
of God the Foundation and common —_— Spiritual 
Life and Grace in all true Chriſtians wha And as 
certainly as Jeſus (rift has taken on him our true and real 
Fleſh ; ſo certainly has the fame Chriff communicated to us 
of that Holy Spirit which abides in him. For which reaſon 
our Apoſtle fays, v. 17. He that is join'd to the Lord is one 
Spirit with him, and Rom. viii. 9. If any Man hath not the Spi- 
ris of God, he is none of his. 

Now having inſtructed the Corinthians in this Doctrin, he 
recommends it to their own Serious Conſideration, how 
Uaſcemly, and Shameful, and Uaworthy it is, for Men in 
ſo near a Relation to God, and ſo cloſe an Alliance to the 
Son of God, to have —_— and Union with the moſt 
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Infamouſly Vile and Deteſtable of all Human Creatures. 
Shall I take the Members of Chriſt, and makg them the Members 
of an Harlot God forbid. This is an Evil that ought not to 
be done. This is ſcandalous and abominable. He appeals to 
the common Sentiments of Mankind. It muſt be prepoſte- 
rous and abſurd to pretend Union with Chriff, and ro 
profeſs that Union, the Foundation of our Hope of Mer- 
cy. and Salvation by him: and at the ſame time to conſo- 
ciate wth the moſt hateful of all Creatures, by a Vice for- 
bidden under the Penalty of everlaſting Condemnation. 
The very Nature of God, who is Holineſs, and Light, and 
in whom there u mo Darkneſs at all, is a ſufficient Proof how 
diſagreeable all ſuch ſiaful Practices are, how offenſive, 
how hateful, and how dangerous. 

3- He argues from the great Diſhonour which a Man 
does hereby to his own Body. He debaſes and reproaches 
himſelf. He becomes one Fleſh with ſuch a Perſon, as he is 
aſhamed to own his Relation to; and for which all Man- 
kind beſides will deſpiſe him, tho' he does not ſcorn, and 
loath himſelf. He becomes in every ſence polluted and de- 
filed. Every other Sin that « Man doth is without the Boay, 
but he that committeth Fornication finneth againſt his own Body. 
The Prophane is injurious to God, and the Fraudulent to his 
Brother, and the Miſchief of all other Sins falls firit at a 
diſtance ſrom ones ſelf. But the Miſchief of Fornication 
falls more immediately on the Offenders own Head; his own 
Body is debaſed in the very Treſpaſs he has committed. 

Nay the Apoſtle has improv'd this Conſideration from 
the former ; and tells us, that by the Reſidence of that Holy 
Spirit within us; our Bodies are ſo honour'd by Almighty 
God, as to be eſteemd and valued as his Temples, Places 
of his Reſidence, dedicated to his Uſe, and devoted to his 
Set vice, v. 1 8 Mrom you not that your Bodies are the Temple 
of the Holy Ghoſt which is in you, and which you have of God, 


And 
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And again, 1 Cor. iii. 16. Know you not that ye ore the Tew- 
pe of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. From 
whence he takes occafion to warn them of the of 
diſhonouring of themſelves by Fornication ; becauſe, v. 17. 
If any Man defile the Temple of God, him will God deſtroy : For 
the Temple of God is holy, which Temple are ye. 

Thele are the Arguments which Sz. Paul makes Uſe of to 
convince and to diſſuade all Chriſtians from this Vice: 
Theſe indeed are Chriſtian Arguments, founded upon Chri- 
ſtian Doctrines, and Spiritual Reflections, but of very great 


Force, and not at all to be deſpis'd: 


For this Union with Chriſt, by the means of his Spirit, 
is one of the great Priviledges of a Chriſtian; one of the 
great Benefits of our Redemption; and our only Hope of 
Mercy and Peace, and Comfort, and Reconciliation thro 
his Blood. Does then Fornication break off this cloſe Alli- 
ance with Chriſt, deſtroy this Union? that is to the Soul 
in a Spiritual Senſe, like loping off an Arm or a Leg from 
the natural Body. is alienating the Man from Chriſt, 
and cutting off all his Hope of Reconciliation in him. Tis 
in effect rejecting him from the Covenant of Grace; and 
blotting out his Name from the Book of Life. 

Again, does St. Pau ſay; that by Fornication a Man diſho- 
noureth his own Body, and defileth thoſe Temples which God 
has conſecrated to himſelf, to be the Habitations of his Ho- 
ly Spirit, God, who has punifh'd the Pollutions of his Tem- 
ple at Jeruſalem, with the Death of the profane Offender, 
will certainly puniſh the defiling theſe living Temples with 
Eternal Death, and the moſt dire Effects of his ſevereſt Ven- 
geance and Indignation. Befides, in defiling the Habitation 
of God's Holy Spirit, we muſt grieve that Spirit, and reſiſt, 
and repel it, and drive it away from the intended place of 
its Reſidence and Abode. And how can a Practice be either 
innocent or ſafe : that ſo provokes our God, that we become 
abandon'd of the true Principle and-Foundation of all Grace, 
Spiritual 
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Spiritual Life, and SanQification > Eſpecially, when Ser. 
Paul has ſo ſolemnly declar d, That if any Max have not the 

irit of God he @ none of his. But to add yet more force to 
theſe Conſiderations, conſider, 

III. LA, That this Sin in particular is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with thoſe Qualifications which the Goſpel requires 
from us, as the indiſpenſable Condition of Salvation. To 
this purpoſe we all know very well, that when Chrif came 
into the. World ro redeem Mankind from Eternal Death, 
he at the ſame time intended to deſtroy the Power of Sia in 
us, and call us back from the Perpetration of thoſe Iniqui- 
ties, which had been the Original Occafion of our Miſery. 
For this reaſon, together with bis Promiſes of Grace, Mer- 
cy and Peace; he has added ſeveral Holy Precepts and Com- 
mands, and ſtrict Injunctions, and Rules of living well ; 
which every one who comes into this Covenant, and deſires 
to be a Partaker of this Hope, is bound to obſerve. And 
that we might have a due and deep Senſe of the Neceſſity of 
this Obedience: he has inſerted it into our Covenant, and 
made it the Indiſpenſable Condition of his Promiſes, without 
which we have no Hope, no Title to any of the Bleſſings, 
Benefits, or Comforts of the Goſpel. 

Now among the ſeveral Qualifications which the Goſpel 
on this Account requires from us ; there are thoſe two emi- 
nently recommended, and ſtrictly exacted, that we ſhould 
be Pure, and that we ſhould be Holy. So that a ſincere Chri- 
ſtian needs no better Argument, no ſtronger Proof of the 
Greatneſs of this Sin, the danger that attends it; than 
to conſider with himſelf bow contrary it is to, and how ut- 
terly inconfiſteat with both theſe Qualifications, 

1. We are commanded to be Pure, Mat. v. 8. Bleſſed «re 
the Pure in Heart, for they [ball ſee Gad. And it was St. Paul's 
Advice to Timothy, 1 Tim. v. 22. Keep thy ſelf pure. And 
Phil. iv. 8. there are recommended to us, whetever things are 
dure: und St. Jobs declares both the Nature, and — 
ity 
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ſity of this Purity. He that hath this Hope in him, maſt puriſie 
himſelf at God i pure, 1 Job. ii. 3. Now this word Pure, in 
its natural and proper Signification, denotes the being with- 
out any Mixture, that may make a thing worſe than it is in 
it ſelf, The Veſlel is ſaid to be pure that is without Soil or 
Taint, and the Wine is faid to be that is neither mud- 
ded by its own Lees, nor by any Adulteration. From hence 
it is uſed in a Moral and Religious Senſe, for being without 
thoſe Pollutions and Defilements which make us hateful, 
and unacceptable to our God. And tho* under the Law, 
and 4 a Superſtitious Heathens, there were many Ex- 
ternal ements; yet in the true, proper, Goſpel Senſe, 
nothing pollutes, nothing makes us unclean,and unacceptable 
to God, but what is a Sin, contrary to his pure Nature, 
and makes us unfit for his Divine Converſation in Heaven. 
All Sia whatever does thus cor and defile, and pol- 
lute us; yet it it remarkable, that this ſenſual Vice is par- 
ticularly ſingled out, as one of thoſe that has an extraordi- 
nary Malig my ia this Reſpect. And the repeated Mention 
that ſo frequently occurs in the New Teſta- 
ment, is directly levell'd at Adultery, Fornication, and all 
unlawful Luſts. Thus Sr. Paul ſpeaking particulatly of the 
abominable Lewdneſs of the Romans, ſays. of them, Nom. i. 
24. that God gave them up 10 — throagh the Lpſts of 
their Hearts. And 2 Cor. xii. 21. he ſpeaks of thoſe who had 
not repented of their Uncleanneſs, Fortiication and Laſciviouſ- 
weſr, which they lad committed. Fot this reaſon they are 
joyn'd together, G4. v. 19. The Works of the Fleſh are 
theſe, Adultery, Fornicaliom, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs. 
And Col. iii. 3. Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Inordinate Affection, 
and evil Concapiſcence, Theſe are the Defilements, and Pol- 
lutions, which deſtroy that Purity, that Chriſt has made the 
Indiſpenſable Condition of our ſexing God. And in the Lan- 
e of the New-Teſtament to be Pure is to be Chaſte; and 
haſtity is the Virtue very often particularly intended 
when the Goſpel ſpeaks of Purity. 2. We 
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2. We are commanded alſo to be Holy; and Holineſs is 
exprelly declared to be that qualification wirhbout which no Man 
hall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 13. Now in whatever it is that 
| this Holigeſs conſiſts ; it is obſervable, that to avoid, and 
| abſtain Fornication makes up one neceſſary part of it. 
| This is undeniably evident from St. Pau, 1 Thef. iv. 3, cc. 
This is the Will of God, or that which he requires from you as 
the great evidence of your Santification ; That you ſhould ab- 
ſtain from Fornication, that every one of you ſhow'd know how to 
Poſſeſs his veſſel, or body, in SenFification and Honour. If there- 
tore the true notion of Holineſs, ſhall be found to conſiſt in 
a Diſcrimination and Separation from the reſt of the World 
by a nearer relation to God, and a more particular Devotion 
to his Worſhip and Service ; it will follow, that Gods 
cærtain Purpoſe and Deſign, when he made our SanQificati- 
on to oblige us to abſtinence from that Vice, was thereby to 
declare, that we ſhou'd Diſcriminate and Diſtinguiſh our 
ſelves from the reſt of Mankind throughout all the Earth 
by ſtricter Rules of Chaſtity, and a more eminent degree of 
Purity in all our Converſation. And all Pretenſions to the 
True, Chriſtian, Evangelical Holineſs, are vain and frivo- 
lous, and trifling in any Man, who lives ſtill in Fornication. 
That Unclean is for the Gentile World, who live in 
Darkneſs, and are given up to the Luſts of their own Hearts. 
But we have not ſo learned Chriſt; We are a choſen Generation, 4 
Royal Prieſthood," an Holy Nation, 4 Peculiar People, beloved 
| 1 Per, a. aud favoured, and elected of God; that we ſhould ſhow forth 
| 
| 
| 


the Praiſes of him, who hath calld as out of Darkneſs into his 


marvellous Light. | 
It is therefore no excuſe for us to look back upon the cor- 
rupt Converſation of former times, and the of more 


interior and imperſect Diſpenſations. For the matter is come 
to this laſt iſſue, whether Jeſ@ Chriſt into whoſe Name we 
have been baptiz'd, be-indeed our Saviour, in whom is all 
our hope of Mercy and Everlaſting Peace; or ey 
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look for Salvation in any other? If not, it concerns us to re- 
E the rule both of Faith and Manners; to 
{offer its ines to determine our Conſciences and Judg- 
ments; and its Precepts and Commands to guide and dir 

our Lives. Whatever other Men do, we muſt cleanſe aur 


elves all Impurity both of Fleſh and Spirit; we muſt abſtain 
— Lofts, and Hes otra or we alles al 
the Kingdom of God. While any Man continues in this wick - 
ed Practice, he is void of Grace, and of the Holy Spiriteof 


God, and of that Evangelical Pay and Holineſr without 
which no Man ſbal ſee the Lord. I prbœed therefore 


III. Lofty To ſpeak a 
Sin, and the A rams 


ries into Truth, it were this Law of 
in the Inſtitution of iage in' all the parts of it is founded 
on ſound and good Principles of Reaſon. . 

Divorce countenances the imperious humours of ill natu- 
red Men, and gives en t to them to make quar- 
rels and diſſentions with the firft Wife, whenever new Charms 
ſhall inflame them to deſire a Second. Polygamy divides that 
Love which 
be 2 | 
will 


mane nature, is not concern d in our abſtinence from this 


wicked and enormous Vice. Wherein is it that Man excells 
Brutes, and becomes in any — better, not 
to 
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A . e ow Fornication. 42 
8 3 tho tho leaſt of all theſe Bvils, 
— iſer — very deep and lively Ap- 
prehenlions. of. To this purpold Platorcb in his Treatiſe of 
he — — — — ne e, Be. 
to we b rene 
Grd Repaze T"—_ 10 means 10 cababit with com- — rele Y 
mon Women that Proftitute themſelves. For they who ov wee 
— Father or Mother are infamouſly born, will e rk F. 
Hons at izdelible Infamy attend them all their Life r ae 
„und be a ready occafion always 43 hand to every one 
that bas « Mind 10 and reproach them. But indeed this \ 
Evil does not affect only the Character and Credit of the 6 
Childreofſo born: but it becomes a means of in- 
feng their Bodies, and ſhort 2220 while t 
labour under Calamitous In 
and Abominable Putreſaction lato the W wh. them. 
/ Nay ſometimes the Son of Fornication falls an early Sacrifice 
sto conceal his Mothers Shame : and as one great Evil” too 
commonly is fallowed by another, this enormous Vice” often 
becomes the Introduction to Unnatural Murder. And he 
who begers ſuch an Illegitimate Child, is inevitably injuri- 
ous and unjuſt to his own Offepring's in that by the Baſeneſs 
of his Birth, he is cut off from all Titleor Claim to 2 ö 
ritance of his Fathers and Honour: which by 


Original Laws of God and Nature, the wp, oy of | 0 
ſhou d have a and Title to. 

And indeed farther Evidence can we have of the 
Hateful and Deteſtable which all Mankind in 


all ever had of this Practice, than this? That 
the Chi hs ore ve in all civiliz'd Govern- 
ments been N 1 
Pretence of Ti — 

ther. Theſe 

tions of the Wor 


that this Vice always was —— abhorr'd by them? 
G 2 And 


commonly attends the unhappy Ungodly 
Parents, And that is, that either the want of Natural 
fection or Shame, and a Conſciouſneſs of Guile in the Pa- 
rents occaſion a certain Neglect and Diſregard of the Chil- 
drens Virtuous and Religious Education. And every one 
that ſeriouſly conſiders the mighty Influence which Educati- 
on has to make Men either Good or Bad, muſt confeſs that 
the Miſchief of this Neglect is very deplorable and much to 
be lamented. This for ought we know might be one great 
End and Purpoſe of Ood in the Original Law and Inſtitution 
of Marriage. Qifying-. which State, a ini 
that Union to be and ual, he lays fo firm 
and Rational a Foundation for each Parents AﬀeQtion to their 
Children, as will always oblige them to be careful and ſolici - 
tous for their good. And that which ſeems much to favour 
this Conj is, That God moſt certainly did provide, 
not only for the ion and Increaſe of Mankind: but · 
alſo that it might be in ſuch a manner as might beſt ſecure | 
* in the Koowlege of him. And as * 
might Wr Parents to inſtruct them in 


* y o 
that Vi . which will at laſt bring them to the 
, Eternal . and Glory for which they were Original- 


ly | 

| yet however neceſſary this good Education is in the 
Judgment both of God and Man: it is morally impoſſible 
that the Children of Fornication ſhoud be Religi 
brought up. Oftentimes either the Poverty, or the Shame 
of the Parents, cauſe them to be expoſed in the Streets, and 
conſequently to be put out by the Pariſh where they are 
found. And in ſuch a Caſe they are thought to fare well, if 
the Nurſe to whoſe Care they are committed, ſupplies them 
with Food and Raiment; but few or none think themſelves 
concern d in the Good of the Child's Soul, and to teach it bet- 


ter Principles than irs Parents had. Nor is it eaſie to * 


| 
L 


A. Diſcomſe on Fornication. 
chat the Barents themſelves ſhou'd do much better in this Af. 
fair. It may be they have not yet repented of their owns 
Iniquity : and if not, it is hard to believe that they ſhou'd 
have any great Zeal to im Grace in others, who ſtifle 
and extinguiſhit in themſelves. | 
But ſuppoſe they have; how will they ſet about a Work 
that ſhall bring afreſh into their Minds all the Shame, and 
Terror, and Confuſion that firſt followed the Commiſhon of 
that Sin? The Senſe of their own Shame will ſtop their 
Mouths, and the Rebukes of their Conſeiences Divert their 


Purpoſe, and Prevent their Good - Sothat tho? other 
Parents ny be careleſs and negli in the Iaſtruction and 
Tuition of their Children 3 theſe lie under almoſt a Fatal 
and Inevitable Neceſſity of this N And who knows 


what great, what irreparable, it may be Everlaſti 
Miſchiefs this one Calamitous Misfortune may be the Cauſe 
of > Or how little is it to be wondred at, if ſuch a Shameful; 
Spurious Brood inherit the Vices of their Parents, and be- 
come Perſons of Reprobate Minds, and given up to Vile Af 
fe&ions and abominable Luſts? What is to be from: 
fuch wicked Practices, but a Propagation of Vice and 
Naughtineſs, and an horrid Increaſe in great Iniquities: that 
without ſame extraordinary Operation of Divine Grace and: 
—— the whole Generation to Everlaſting Miſery 

ts 

IA beſe are Notorious Inſtances of the lamentable Evils, and: 
Miſchie vous Conſequences of this Sin. But, ; 

2. The Miſchiefs of it falls oftentimes upon the Offenders. 
themſelves as well as upon their Offspring and Poſte- 
rity. And that in the firſt Place in / their Credit and 
Character, and Reputation. As to Female Proſti- 
tutes they even by the Heathens themſelves have ever 
been eſteemed the moſt Infamous and Proſfigate. And 
tho Men are generally of a leſs tender Fame and Cre- 
dit, yet ſo inſeparable and unalienable is Shame from Sin 
and: 


A Diſcowſe ou Fornication. 
and Vice, that neither the Commonaeſs of the Practice, nor 
the Authority of great Examples, nor all the Pleas and Apo. 
logies that are alleged for its Excuſe, can give it Credit and 
Reputation. And thoſe who arc almoſt ready to be Advo- 
cates for it, yet in the Commiſſinn of it are generally ſollici - 
toqs to be conceal'd, and that not only from the Sober and 
Piqus and Gra ve; but ſrom others of the ſame ill Life and Con- 


verſation. And many of theſe who have made a ſhift to har- 


den their Hearts, and fear their Conſciences againſt the 
Guilt of it, find it yet very difficult, after all, to harden 
r Al — rpg me And tho' 
in a very Wi Degenerate Age, yet is no Man 
of what Rank ſoever, that continues in this Sin and refuſes 
to be reclaimed ; but it will prove a Blemiſh to him, and a 
Scandal to any Dignity, Office, or Character that he bears. 
And tho' in Civility and Good Manners he may nor diſcover 
this by any outward viſible Diſreſpect: yet he muſt loſe 
ably in the inward Veneration and Eſteem of Men. 
Nor does it often fare better with theſe Sinners in their 
Eſtates 4 of which beſides the Evidence of. Reaſon, we have 
the tion of almeſt every Days Experience. How 
often do ſuch; Men Ruine and W their Subſtance. , 
and at laſt become Poor and Deſpicably Miſerable > 
Thus it fared with-theſe Offenders above two thouſand 
Years ago: Nor has Time or 2 been able to teach 
ſuch Men to the Miſchief, any other way but by ab- 
Raining from the Sin. . Keep thee from the Evil Woman, from 
the Flantery of the * whe « ſtrange Woman ; Luit not after 
her Beasty in thize » Neither let ber take thee with her 
Eye lids : for by means of & Whoriſh Women « Man is brought to 
s Piece of _ Prov. hoy And E v. 8, 9,10. 
Remove thy way o aA ſtravge N oman, come not 1 

the Door of ber Home, . 
aud thy Tears unto the Crack; Left & 1 be filled with thy 
Wealth, and thy Labour bein the Honſe of « Stranger: and thou 


„* 


2 
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A Diſcorrſe on Fornication. 

A the la mes and thy ave conſumed. 
3 which is n Ec- 
cle. ix. 16. Giue not My ane Hulu, that thou loſe not - 
thine Iaberit ance. 
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This is an Evil which a Bale 
San will convinoe us 46 10ſeparable from thus Vier. 
and from Adukeryz- And at the lame time raore 


than allthe Evils chat can befal aur Credit, Eſtate, or Life: 
becauſe the ſe ill Efictts will follow S and | 
woke them Milcrablc to * . 
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A Diſcourſe on Fornication. 
For the clearing what I intend on this Head, let it be re- 


er ſhewn, that our Union with 


tl 


| under the Power and Do- 
Sin, and by means of our own vile AﬀeRions are 
led captive by the Devil at his Will. 
bis is what the in ſeveral Places teaches and de- 
clare to us; and however it may ſeem Strange and Wonder- 
Ful in the manner of it, to thoſe who bave a weak Faith, 
and faint Perceptions of things that fall not within the 
Kea of their Senſes : /it is a Divine and Certain Truth, and 
_— apparent in its Eſſects upon the Tempers and Actions 
C 2 
Let it 1 Au 23 —_— — Fornication 
Difbonoareth x Defileth thoſe les which 
the Spirit of God has conſecrated and ſet So or his own 
Habitation ; That when we by defiling our Bodies Grieve 
the Spirit, he will abandon and forſake us; That for 
our ing, and Abuſing the Divine Grace of God it will 
be taken from us: Let us but poſſeſs our ſelves with Juſt No- 
— 2 . tions 
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. A Diſcourſe on Fornication. 49 
tiom of theſo miſchievous and pernicious Coaſequences; 
r rr 
ons, s 
Men towards God and Religion. The Prophet 
Hoſea iv. 11. has plain aly y tavghr — wine BR —1— 
0 | 5 at 
— ron with N Er A the 
1 Romans for theſe Diſorders, viz. that muſt be aban- 
doned of God, and given up to Unc 5, end the Laffrof, 
their own Hearts; to vile ions, and a reprobate Mind; to 24, 26, l. 
things that are wot convenient. Theſe 


A be the 
of 


f 
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to their Luſts, and hardned in their Sins 3 and not with- 
out — to be reclaimed, — Now 
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A Diſcourſe on Fornicatiou. 
nication have been conniv'd at,ande 


ſures of the Church, and the Puniſhmene of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrates. And who are the Men among whom this Tremendous 
Myſtery of Great Iniquity does chiefly work ? It is 
the Senfual and Unclean, that live in Adultery and Fornicati- 
on. Theſe are the Men that diſpute the Being of a God, 
doubt his Providence over the World, and deny the Im- 
mortality of the Soul. Theſe are they who trampie ander 


Heb. x. 29. foot the Son of God, and count the Blood of the Covenant where- 


with they were ſandct iſted an anholy thing, and do deſpite to the Spirit 
of Grace. Theſe chiefly are they that diſdain the Thoughts of 
Divine Revelation, and ſet up the Profane Oracles of falſe 
deluſive Reaſon en the Iofallible and Holy Oracles of 
God. Theſe are they that blaſpheme the name of the Bleſ- 


ſed Jeſus, and profane the Sacred Scriptures; that ſpeak of 


a Saviour with Derifion, and of Redemption with Scorn; 
that deſpiſe Heaven, and harden themſelves againſt the Ter- 


rors of Hell. Theſe are they in Whom the Gad of this 
World has blinded their Eyes, and caſt a Vail before their 


Underſtandings, whereby Sacred and Spiritual Things are 
become to them imperceptible; they know them not, neither 
indeed can they know them, for they are Spiritually diſcerned, 
1 Cor. 2. 14. In a word, theſe are they that being ſwallow d 
up in the Deſires of the Fleſh, and Senſual Delights, ba ve Sti- 
fled all the Gracious Motions of the Spirit, have no Taſte, 
nor Reliſh of Divine and Holy Things; have therefore de- 
zicd the Lord that bought them, turn'd Apoſtates from the 
Faith; and labour to make the DoQriges of it ridiculous, and 
its Promiſes and Threatnings contemptible. 1 
Nor is it ſtrange that it ſhould be ſo. Religion is againſt 
them, and therefore in Policy, and their owe Defence, they 
mult ſet themſelves againſt Religivo. Chriſtianity threatens 
Everlaſting Burning, and unquenchable-Flames, as the future 
Recompence of their preſent ſordid Pleaſures. And they have 


. BQ% 


A. Diſcourſe on Fornication. 
no way to harden themſelves againſttheſe Terrors, and enjoy 
tolerable Peace within; but by a © ſeri Conſcience, andan evil 


Heart of Unbelief; by rejecting the Authority of theſe Threat- 
4 e le Flames Folly, and "tho Goſpel that: 


nings, b 
— them a Deluſion. Ie now, fees they willoge bers fle it. 


claim d, become the Intereſt of ſuch Men, and their only H 

of Comfort, to perſwade themſelves that all it ſays is falſe. 
And tho the Truth of Religion is atteſted by very rational, 
and ſtrong, and ſerious Arguments; yet when Men have 
once reſolv'd that they will not 1 it then becomes 
their Wiſdom too to reſolve that they will not believe it. 
And tho the lufidelity of ſuch Men ſeems at firſt Sight much 
to be wonder d at: Yet not at all when we ſerioully reflect 
upon their Actions. The greateſt Wonder of all would be, 
that Men could live ſuch Lives, and yet believe ſuch Do- 

rines. 

While therefore theſe Vices are tolerated, or be at, 
that repel Grace, deſtroy the Conſcience , and make Men 
im 22 to R I Hooks — be i " vain 

ope for a ſufficient R at” and Pro- 
42 and wicked Opinions. Cenſures and Punihments, 
may op Men's Mouths, or make them more ſecret and re- 
tired in their Blaſphemy : But the Goſpel of our Salvati- 
on will hardly much better Veneration and Eſteem in 
the Minds of Men en; till Adultery, Fornication, and all thoſe 
abominable Luſts are "reftrain'd.” that debauch Men's 


9. 7 RN OE 7 
4in Spirit, the Spirit 
th E „ «nd theſe r 2 


fore it is to be feared that thoſe Men indulge them- 
ſelves in the Works of the Fleſh; will be always inclin'd, 
always endeavouring to ridicule, and to deride · t Laws of 
God, and the Revelations: of his Holy Spirit. Erroneous 
Wen wy WEI _ - encourage, ans eounte- 

| Nance, 


Gal. v. 17. 


4 


14 i ah 1 bo 
22 1111 Hr It 


thoſe Vices that 


224 


— 


— 


2232727 
BAN 


e 


HEOHAF 112155525 11275 


e 1 Rigg Nate 


and Law made. at = firſt — 


75 11115 1 1 je 
$3 . SH be 1 e 


Kies i reels 1115 E 


- 
* 


22 


* 
o 
2 
4 
2 
< 


— 7 God fas ha 
an dey kn 


Woman, EVER 


22 
— from the fron which forſak: 


n Tal. 24. 
2 _ the Covenant of her 
ouſe ine livee 


0 — 1 
go unto her return again, neither take they 

of 2 And y, remember that 

i you baptiz'd 3 know what man- 

Lok. ix. Sl eee, Fl Fw Co: 


25 7. Tour Con- 


— Affection, 
ovetouſneſs, which is 2 For 
things ſake the Wrath God cometh on the Children of 
Eph. v. 7. Daaden Be ye not tber partakers with them ; but as he 
„„ who bath call d yas is holy, ſo wy ws in all manner of Cow 

verſation, 


APPENDIX 


Concubinage. 


the foregoing Diſcourſe does I in ſome- 
| . - meaſure prove that- Fornication is a great 
| and pry Sin; yet 1 have taken notice of 
7 — ſüuch a dern Diftin@ion between Whoredom 
and Concubinage, as if not rightly underſtood and cleared, 
may be thought to evade the Force of moſt if not all of my 
Arguments. It may not therefore be improper to add ſome- 
what by way of Appendix upon that gubject. 
As for Concubinage im a Married State (i. e; ) whenei> 
ther the Man who or the Woman who is kept as a. 
Concubiae are married, this comes fo near the Concubi- 
nage of Antient Times, that what has been faid already 
| may be ſufficient to the Determination of that Queſtion.. 


For if according to Chriſt's Interpretation of the Original 
Inſtitution of Marriage, Polygamy be Adultery, ſuch Con- 
cubinage muſt be Adultery allo, let the Pretence be what 
it will. Nor can the Examples of Abrabam or Iſaac, or any 
other jaſtify us in ſuch things. For however God was pleaſed 
to Conuive at them, this Original Inſtitution is anew reveal. 
ed. in the Goſpel, and our ſtrit Obſervance of it neceſſary to 
Salvation. But: 


pervert the of Holy 
bunte the Guile of his own lll 
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more 
. That Marriage muſt ſuppoſe a Communion of E- 
ſtates Fortunes. For it Cannot be that Perſons 
nited as to be accounted but Oze Fleſb, ſhould have di- 


» and whoſe 
to God's 
Command, yield to this cloſer Bond of Unity. Man and 
Wife ſhould be united in Heart, and Life, and Proper- 
ties. This is agreable to the common Reaſon of Mankind; 
and therefore the Roman Law declared Marriage to im- 


l Ply a perpetual Conſortſhip of Life, with. « Communication of 
«ll Divine 


Our Parents from whom we derive our Being 
Fleſh and Blood we arc, muſt yer, 


Tits 2.1, 8. and Humane Rights. Nuptiæ ſunt conjunitio ma- 
ris & femine, & conſortium omnis vite, divini, & huma- 
ni juris communicatio.. In order to this perpetual Conſort- 


ſhip 


Neceſſary that the Wife, whether ſhe 
or no, has a Right to Maintenance out 


urgy proper- 
iy inſerted into the Form of Marriage, win «f my world- 
& Goods I thee endow. 

For this reaſon a Public Solemnizing of Marriage ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Land, becomes as Nebeſſu- 
ry to make their Cobabitation Lawful and Innocent 
vs it is to the Legal Communication of the Iatereſts and 
Eſtates. Whatever is wanting to convey thoſe Rights 
and Priviledges which reaſon tells us Marriage in the ve- 
ry Nature of it does and muſt confer, which God 
himfelf muſt therefore be ſuppoſed to intend : muſt hevds 
hinder ſuch _ — — ble to the 
Laws of God; and muſt make that Conſörtſhip to have - 
the Guik of Fornication. He and ſhe then that are not 
Married according to the Laws of the Church and State, 
and ſo as thereby to convey to each other, and to their 
Children an undoubted Title to their Bſtates: tre not 
Married as the Laws of God require, but undoubtedly live 


in Fornication. | 
"Ti true, a Man Deed of Gife, ſettle his Eſtes 
on his N, and ber ity, if de pleaſes. And fo he 
may upon any Body elfe. - Bur it is Ritlin his own Power 
. 12 whe- 


25 „“ a ee the 6 


Infamous or — 2 — For we ſpeak now of 
ſuch a Communication of Rights as bas its Foundation 
it the very Nature of Marriage; and as the Laws both of 


God and Man have made inſeparable from it, wp barn X 


left to a Man's Arbitrary Determination ; nothi 
fore can be a true, lawſul, innocent Marriag e 2 
2 to God's Original — .ah but — 
celebrated with Legal Ceremonies, and Solemnities, as 
Publicly to declare them to be Orme both in AﬀeRion and 
Intereſts, and mutual Partakers of each others Inheri 
and Fortune whether Good or Bad. All other ©: marred 
on is Sinful, and forbidden. 

+ Laſtly, The ſolemnizing Marriage 4 to 
Cuſtom of our Country is neceſſary to prevent Infamy, 
and remove ſcandal. By the Laws of Chriſtianity we are 
bound to do only ſuch things as are commendable and of 

ood report ; and to give no offence to the World, or to the 
Church of God. And this cannot be in the Conſortſhip 
of Man and Woman without the Legal Solemnities of 
Marri ige. For as to the World things that do not appear are 
as though they did not exiſt, And they that are not 


wie, Married, or do not Cohabit publickly as Man and 


are in the Judgment of Mankind as Unmarried. 

God 'tis true knows the Hearts, and Conſciences of Men; 

but he does oblige us not only to do that which is in it ſelf 

Good, but to take care that what we do appears to be ſo, 

— — Good AA may ſhine to his Honour. He en- 

what is If, but alſo what is Convenient. 

— — what is Innocent, but what is alſo 

— the 1205 of all Men. And we: muſt care- 

only what is in its | nature Evil, but alſo 
ce or Scandal, 

And this 1 am perſwaded is a Good Reaſon w wr ons 
Solemnization, and open Cohabitation ſhould be eſſent 
neceſſary to conſtitute a Marriage in the ſenſe of Gods Law, 
26 eee For though it * 
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fefs'd that a Faithful, and ns 
firſt Condition in the Eſſence of Marriage, and 1 
is above e ee Yer, as we 
have ſeen a that — not all. There muſt be moreover 
2 communication 2 Right; And as the Laws of God conſuſt 
not only the Natural Morality of our Actions, but alſo his 
Honour in the Reputation of t them ; and the edification and 
Good of our Brethren in avoiding Scandal and Offence : 80 
f much muſt * in —— — —— 9 8 
Marriage, as may keep it clear my reproach 
— was by — DeGgn in this Inſtitution, to 
andi iſy this eſtate, and make it Hanourabie, and of good e . 
all ſuch Conſoriſhip muſt needs be Criminal, and Guilty 
before him, which by its diſagreableneſs to our common 
Reaſon, and the common Approved Inſtitutions both of 
Church and State, becomes both Injurious and Scandalous. | 
It is therefore neceſſary, and effentialto Marriage, even in 
| the ſenſe of Gods Law that it ſhould be Solemaly, and Le- 
ally celebrated. Hereby the Ends of it may beſt be atrain'd. 
Hereby Man and Wife become moſt ſtrongly oblig'd to per- 
| petual cohabitation ; their Rights are belt communicated; 
and the Honour of that State moſt eminently conſulted. 
Hereby alone can it be eaſily diſtinguiſn d who are Married, 
and who live in Fornication. 

If no more were required to malie a real Marriage than - 
the mutual Conſent of perpetual Conſortſhip: how ſhall the 
World, and eſpecially how ſhall the Government be ſatisfied * 
who are Married and who are not? How ſhall the Law 
diſtinguiſh between thoſe who have ſo conſented, and who 
have not ? How ſhall it be known whoſe Children are Le- | 
gitimate, and whoſe are not ſo > Or how: ſhall the greateſt 
4 confuſion imaginable be prevented in matters of Right or 


Wrong ? timate Children have a Legal gal Right co the 
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